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national identities within New Zealand. Finally, I conclude by asking a few questions about 
the politics of what might be called cultural ownership and cultural preservation.

A Thousand Miles to Nowhere: Isolation and Foreign Policy

From New Zealand, it is quite literally 1,000 miles to nowhere. Even if you were to con-
vince Kiwis that Australia is more than just a bunch of louts with surfboards stuck 
between all that poisonous stuff on the land and the sharks in the ocean, that nearest of 
New Zealand’s neighbors is still a very long way away. One thousand miles in a plane 
leaves you with 334 miles of swimming before you can rescue Nemo from the dentist in 
Sydney, and the next-closest country of any significant size is on the other side of that 
quaint little continent full of toxic frogs, poisonous snakes, deadly spiders, man-eating 
wombats and venomous egg-laying mammals.* Los Angeles, Tokyo, and Singapore are 
all about a twelve-hour flight away, and for most other destinations, you have to fly 
through one of those cities. The mostest totally directest flight to London, not including 
the three-hour stopover in Los Angeles, will take more than twenty-five hours. No matter 

* The male platypus has a barb on its hind legs that injects what some consider to be the most painful venom produced by any 
animal on the planet. The people expressing that opinion have obviously never dated a Kardashian.

Pointless Figure 14.1 Where Do We Get Our Political Culture?

Political Culture

• The shared social
 context from which
 people make
 political choices:
 “Vive la France!”
 “Shalom.” “Right to
 bear arms.”

Political Socialization

• Process by which the
 group teaches its
 shared context to
 members: school,
 mosque, friend’s
 house, TV, etc.

Agents of Political
Socialization

• Those who do the
 teaching: parents,
 teachers, media,
 politicians, religious
 leaders.




